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Pseudopolydora antennata (Claparede) and P. paucibran-
chiata (Okuda) have been heretofore unreported from
Pakistan. Pseudopolydora is a genus considered related to the
polydorid group of the family Spionidae. They occur typically
in mud-flats or organically rich sands and in polluted environ-
ments. In Pakistan, these are being reported for the first time
from the coastal areas of Karachi, situated at 24 048' N latitude
and 66° 58', E longitude.

Family Spionidae Grube, Genus Pseudopolydora
(Czerniavsky), Pseudopolydora antennata (Claparede)
(Fig. 1 A-C)

Polydora antennata Fauvel [1], p.56, Fig. 19i-m; [2],
p.316, Fig. 166i-m; Day, [3], p.473, Fig. 18.4e-g.

Polydora (Pseudopolydora) antennata Hartmann-
Schroder, [4], p.50, Figs.ll5-ll8.

Pseudopolydora antennata Hutechings and Turvey [5],
p.16, Fig.6a-c.

Hawkesbay, intertidal, 20-12-90 (46); 30-1-91 (5); 16-5-
91 (12).

Description. A small species measuring up to 10 mm in .
lenght for 70 setigerous segment. Prostomium bifid; caruncle
reaching the end of segment 5 with an occipital tentacle at the
first segmental position (Fig.IA). Peristomium with a pair of
palps reaching a maximum of segment 19. Segment 1 with no
notosetae, winged capillaries in the neuropodium. Segments
2-7, with the exception of segment 5, alike in having fascicles
of long and short winged capillaries as notosetae and short
winged capillaries as neurosetae.

Segment 5 with two types of modified setae arranged in
u- shaped double row; 9-12 spoon-shaped setae (Fig. lB) in
the outer row and about as many stout, flat setae (Fig. 1C) in
the inner row. Notosetal and neurosetal fascicles present. Size
of the segment not different from other body segments.

Branchiae present from segment 7 and hooded hooks
from segment 8. Pygidium collar like with dorsal cleft.

Remarks. Specimens were found embedded in shale,
exposed at low tide, in thin mucous tubes with clinging and
mud particles. They tend to aggregate in patches with barren
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areas in between. The local specimens differ from the French
(I) and Australian (5) species in caruncular position (2-3
se~ment and middle of segment 6, respectively) and in pygid-
ium being notched only dorsally. Those reported from else-
where have dorsal and ventral notches.

The sample collected on 20-12-90 consisted of mostly
egg-bearing worms.

Distribution. Atlantic Ocean, South Africa, Mediterra-
nean Sea, Arabian Sea, India, Sri Lanka, Gulf of Mannar,
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Fig.I, Pseudopolydora antennata.
A = lateral view of anterior region, palps not shown;
8-C = modified setae of 5th segment.
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Fig.2. Pseudopolydora paucibranchiata.
A = lateral view of anterior region, palps not shown;
8-C = modified setae of 5th segment.
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Japan, Australia, Pakistan.
Pseudopolydora paucibranchiata (Okuda) (Fig. 2A-C)
Polydora (Carazzia) paucibranchiata Okuda, [6], p.231-

233, Figs. 11-12
Polydora (Carazzia) kempi Fauvel, [2], p.317-318, Fig.

167a-c.
Polydora kempi Day, [3], p.473, Fig. 18. 4h-k.
Pseudopolydora paucibranchiata Blake and Kudenow,

[7], p.268; Hutchings and Turvey [5] p.17, Fig.7a-e.
Material examined. Manora channel, subtidal (grab

sample), 20- 10-88 (12); 12-11-88 (21); Manora, intertidal, 3-
11-90 (1); Hawkesbay, intertidal, 16-5-91 (3).

Description. A small species measuring up to 8 mm in
length for 75 setigerous segment. Prostomium faintly
notched,almost rounded, surrounded by a cone-like peristo-
mium bearing a pair of very long, tapering palps. Caruncle
bearing an occipital tentacle extends up to segment 3 (Fig. 2A).

First segment without notosetae. Segment 5 almost equal
in size to other body segments and, in addition to note-and
neurosetae, bears two types of modif!ed setae arranged in u-
shaped, double row. 10-12 curved pennoned setae (Fig.2B)
compristing the outer row and an almost equal number of
falcate spines having fine hair at their tips (Fig.2C), making up
the inner row.

Bidentate hooded hooks and branchiae appear from seg-
ment 7. Pygidium collar like with dorsal notch.

Remarks. The specimens were collected mainly from

subtidal muddy sands. A few specimens were also collected
from rocky area and the muddy-cum-sandy regions; exposed
at low tide. Those found intertidally were present in loose
stones an in thin mucous tubes. The majority of the specimens
were in fragments with only a small number of complete
worms.

Distribution. South Africa, India, China (Yellow Sea),
Japan, Australia, Pakistan.

Key words: Pseudopolydora spp, Taxonomy, New
records.
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