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A NEW SPECIES OF TABANUS (DIPTERA:TABANIDAE) FROM PAKISTAN
LIAQUAT ALl ABRO
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A new species belonging to Tabanidae, Tabanus skarduensis sp. n. is described and illustrated based on the
specimens collected from Skardu, Northern areas of Pakistan.
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I ntrod uction
In late monsoon period of 1988, a survey of dipterous

insects as a member of "Zoogeographical studies on the flies
of medically important Diptera in Pakistan" was conducted.
Specimens of this undescribed species of Tabanidae were
collected from relatively low altitude area (2000 m) ofSkardu.

The species is named for Skardu district of the Northern
Pakistan. All the drawings were made to the same scale using
an ocular grid on Swift Instruments International dissecting
microscope.

yellowish hairs; mid and hind femora dark gray with yellowish
hairs; basal 2-3 of fore tibia ivory with pale hairs, apical 1/3
blackish with black hairs; mid and hind tibia mostly yellow
with yellowish and black hairs but apically darkened with
black hairs, tarsi blackish; wings subhyaline,entirely brownish
tinged; halters mostly yellow on basal part of knob.

Abdomen dark brownish dorsally, becoming black
apically with distinct yellowish median triangle and hind
margins on terga 2-6, large sublateral spots on tergum 2 small
obscure sublateral spots on terga 1-4, black hairs predominant
on all terga but golden yellowish on median triangles and hind
margin ofterga 2-5. Venter yellowish gray, golden yellowish
pilose, with distinct broad median black stripe on sterna 2-6,
sternum 7 entirely black with blackish setae (Fig. 4).

Body measurement. Female ~ length 14.1 mm; wing
length 13.2 mm.

Material examined.Holotype female ~ Pakistan Skardu,
dated: 22.8.1988, CoIl. Liaqat Ali Abro deposited in Pakistan
Museum of Natural History, Islamabad.

Paratype 2 females ~ Pakistan: Skardu, dated22.8.1988,
ColI. Liaqat Ali Abro deposited in Pakistan Museum of

Experimental
Tabanus skarduensis sp. n. (Fig.l-4). Colouration

yellowish gray tornentose at vertex; callosity glossy black, in-
verted U-shaped with a thin shallow longitudinal suture at
middle, well separated from eye margin, dorsal extension
linear and slender, separated from basal callosity, terminating
near middle of frons. Subcallus yellowish grayish tomentose,
cheeks light gray densely whitish pilose, upper corners brownish
gray tomentose, blackish pilose; clypeus grayish densely
white pilose. Antennae grayish blackish brown; scape as long
as broad, widened apically, grayish with dense black hairs.
Pedicel grayish with short blackish hairs apically, about 1/3
length of scape, dorsal projection conspicuous; basal plate of
flagellum about 1.6 times as long as width, tapering apically
with large blunt dorsal tooth, grayish brown to blackish
tomentose; styles blackish brown, about 0.7 times as long as
basal plate. (Fig. 3).

Palpus pale gray, basal segment densely whitish pilose;
apical as long as maximal width, weekly curved, tapering
apically with long hairs basally, dense short blackish hairs on
apical 3-4. Eye bars blackish in dried specimens, darkish
metallic green without pattern in rehydrated specimens
(Fig. 2).

Thorax longer than broad; scutellum dark grayish with
golden yellowish and few blackish hairs intermixed; median
and sublateral stripes on scutum thin; pleura and sterna grayish 4
tomentose with dense pale hairs; coxae grayish, densely Fig. 1-4. Tabanus skarduensis sp. n. : l. Frontal view of head,
yellowish or whitish pilose; fore femora blackish with 2. Second scgrncntof'palpus, 3. Antenna, 4. Dorsalvicwofabdomc n.
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Comparative note. The new species Tabanus skarduen-

sis n. sp. is clearly related with Tabanus striatus [1-3]. The
combination of broad front, golden haired mesonotum, bright
yellowish triangle, and conspicuous median ventral black area
on abdomen clearly indicate its affinity with T. siriatus.
Austen [4] described T. striatus as having the midstripe on the
second abdominal tegrum more or less obsolete, same is the
case with T. skarduensis. On the other hand the relatively
broad front and large basal callosity immediately distin-
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guishes it from T. striatus.
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