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INTRODUCTION

In April, 1984 a diseased specimen of Dahlia was col-
lected from nursery at the Cereal Diseases Research Institu-
te, Karachi. The disease manifests in the form of small
light brown to straw coloured irregular lesions with dis-
tinct black powdery growth of a fungus Alternaria sp.
Under severe attack, spots become coalescent and cover the
entire leaf surface. The maximum infection was noted on
near leaf blade or lamina. The affected leaves turn yellow
and finally defoliate (Fig. 1). The disease progresses from

Fig. 1. Leaf spots of Alternaria tenuissima on Dahlia.

lower leaves spreading upward and the incidence of the
disease observed was 60-80%.

On microscopic examination the casual fungus was
identified as Alternaria tenuissima (Kunze ex Perse.) Wilt-
shire which closely agrees with the description given by
Ellis[1] . There does not appear to be any previous record
of A. tenuissima on Dahlia. Brief description of the fungus
is as under:

Conidiophores solitary or in group, straight to cylin-
drical, septate, pale to mild pale brown having 1 to many
scars, measuring 122 u long, 4-6 u thick. Conidia solitary or
in short chain 1-2 or 3, straight or slightly curved, obcla-
vate, tapering gradually to the beak which is up to half the
length of the conidium, pale to mild golden brown usually
smooth, some minutely verruculose, 4-7 transverse and
many longitudinal septa, measuring 25-98 u x 6-18 (.
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