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The rosemary oil is obtained from Rosemarinus
officinalis Linn. (family Labiatae). This is an evergreen
shrub known from the ancient times in the Mediter-
ranean countries for its medicinal uses.

Rosemary grows wild and abundantly in lime soil
over extended areas on arid sunny mountain slopes
of countries such as southern Europe, Mediterranean
region, south of France and Spain.t>$

In view of its commercial importance rosemary
seeds were obtained from Italy and were grown in the
experimental farms of the P.C.S.I.LR. Laboratories,
Peshawar.9 The -cultivation of the Rosemarinus
officinalis were found to be successful. The oil ex-
tracted from the locally grown plants was analysed
chemically and the results are given in Table 1 with
comparison with contents of the plants from other
countries.

Method of Distillation and Results

The oil was obtained by distillation of the fresh
leaves and flowering tops from the October and
November crops of Rosemarinus officinalis in a
Celevenger apparatus? and the percentage yield was
found to be 0.78.

From Table 1 it3:4:% appears that the quality of the
plant grown at Peshawar is average. It does not com-
pare well with the quality of the oil obtained in Yugo-
slavia and Tunisia, butit is better than those obtained
in Morocco and France and compares well with the
Spanish product. In view of the above it is suggested
that the plant may be cultivated in Pakistan for use
in local industry.
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